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A SPECIAL PLACE FOR EVERYONE
TO LEARN, ACHIEVE AND BE VALUED

www.yewstock.dorset.sch.uk

A SPECIAL PLAC E FOR
EVERYONE TO LEARN
At Yewstock, our pupils are at the centre of everything we do.
We want the best for each and every one of them. We want them
to reach for the stars.
We aim to give every pupil the very best education in an environment which is kind,
supportive and enjoyable. We want everyone to achieve and feel valued. We want them
to find joy in their learning, and to strive for excellence.
You will find useful information about the school and what we offer our pupils. Whether
you are a parent, an organisation or a professional, there may be ways we can help you.
At Yewstock we have a lot of fun, but we are very serious about our work.
We are incredibly proud of our school community and the quality of what we do.

“The warmth of the staff is very obvious. Children are all so
happy and clearly valued and secure.”
VISITOR
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A KIND, CARING
& CONSIDERATE SC HOOL
Yewstock is a truly special place. Our pupils show great kindness and
consideration towards each other and the atmosphere is calm, friendly
and happy.
We are a school for pupils with a variety of learning difficulties, from ages 3 to 19.
We provide for pupils with moderate, severe and profound learning difficulties, as well
as those on the autism spectrum.
The school is situated on two sites. We have fantastic facilities, including a dedicated
college for our pupils from 14-19, catering kitchen, sensory room, computer suite and a
library. A specialist studio and off-site facilities are used to enhance the provision for our
pupils, including activities such as swimming, horse riding and work related learning.
The school and college are set in spacious grounds with recreation areas and
well-equipped playgrounds.
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MEETING THE NEEDS OF
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
Our pupils benefit from the expertise, skills and services that are
available within a specialist school environment such as ours.
Pupils’ well-being is very important to us and they receive a high
standard of pastoral care.
To ensure that all pupils receive the best possible educational opportunities, we
link with other schools and colleges across the entire age range, as appropriate to
individuals. We take part in a wide range of local events involving mainstream and
other special schools, such as sports, arts and music events.
Admissions to our school can be arranged at any time during the school year. We can
arrange sessions for those considering a place at the school. Prospective parents and
pupils are welcome to visit the school by appointment.

“It was lovely to see the children so happy
and all of them being included.”
VISITOR
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STRIVING
FOR E XCELLENC E
Our highly experienced and dedicated staff team work together to
ensure the best possible outcomes for our pupils. They are specially
trained to be excellent practitioners in working with pupils with
learning difficulties and complex needs.
The school benefits from specialist therapy provision to ensure that the holistic needs of
our pupils are met successfully. Therapy teams work with education staff to provide the
support that pupils require. Pupils may receive therapy individually, in a small group or
through a programme carried out within the classroom.
We run a successful programme of interventions so that pupils receive support that is
personalised to their needs. We believe that pupils’ physical health and well-being is key
to their success. We manage the medical needs of pupils, and also support their social
care needs. By working together we ensure that our pupils achieve as well as they can.
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FINDING JOY
IN LEARNING
Our aim is to provide the best possible education and experiences to our
pupils in a stimulating, fun and interesting way.
All pupils follow a curriculum modified to meet their needs, making it highly personalised.
We offer a specialised curriculum to pupils working at early developmental levels, which is
sensory based and includes access to specialist equipment and resources.
Teaching groups are small in order to be able to meet the needs of pupils. We have a
wide range of specialist resources to ensure access for all pupils, particularly using new
technologies.
The school is organised into three Departments – Primary, Key Stage 3 and 14-19. Classes
are grouped according to age and ability, and some pupils will spend more than one year
in a class, depending on their needs. At Yewstock College, pupils follow a curriculum which
provides them with accreditation for their achievements and prepares them for adult life.

“I was very impressed with the attitude of the
staff and the happy atmosphere.”
VISITOR
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A HEALTHY AND
CREATIVE APPROACH
Arts and Sports provision and opportunities for enrichment are a strength
of the school. Activity and creativity is encouraged and, through this,
confidence and self esteem are developed. Pupils take part in a wide
variety of activities both in and out of school. These are enjoyable and
appropriate to each pupil’s stage of development.
Creativity is vital in enriching pupils’ lives. We believe that the Arts can be enjoyed
by everyone, and we offer a wide variety of activities in and out of school, including
performances, themed days, music and dance groups and theatre visits, which cover the
entire spectrum of the Arts. We provide a range of after-school clubs and activities to
engage pupils beyond the school day.
Through creativity, our pupils can experiment and express their own feelings, developing a
stronger sense of their own identity.

“Staff encourage children to reach goals and achieve. You try
to meet the individual needs of the children within the resources
available, and therefore make every child important.”
PARENT
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AC HIEVING THE BEST
OUTCOMES FOR EVERYONE
We want every pupil to reach their potential. We offer a variety of
nationally recognised accreditation in a range of subjects. These include
Entry Level Certificates and other specialist awards. All pupils are
entered for accreditation at a level appropriate for them.
From Year 9 we work closely with pupils to guide them in choosing their path for further
education and their aspirations for the future, involving parents in discussions through
their child’s annual review. In preparation for their future, many pupils undertake a work
experience placement in Key Stage 4. After leaving Yewstock most pupils move on to local
colleges or other specialist provision.
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OFFERING SUPPORT
AND ADVICE
We are proud to be able to support others, including families and
professionals. We offer a range of outreach and support to schools
who work with pupils with learning difficulties, autism and complex
needs. We provide advice and guidance in managing intimate care
and encouraging independence.
We provide specific training for families of young children with autism and
those who need support with behaviour.
We hold events across the year where people can visit the school and find
out more information. Visits and placements for colleagues from other schools
are welcomed. We work closely with other Dorset special schools to offer and
receive specialist training.

“Thank you so much for showing us around your wonderful school.
The set-up, organisation and calmness really impressed us.”
VISITOR
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STRENGTHENING
OUR COMMUNITY
We hold events during the year for pupils, families and friends.
We work with a number of organisations who use the school premises
and resources for the wider community.
Yewstock has well-established links with other schools in Dorset. Pupils from the school
participate in events and activities planned to promote inclusion and raise self-esteem for
all involved. We are keen to promote disability awareness and challenge perceptions.
We support several charity events over the course of the year and we are proud to make a
difference to the community and the lives of others.
We warmly welcome and encourage visits to the school. Please contact the school office
to make an appointment. We look forward to showing you around so that you can see for
yourself what a special place Yewstock is.
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Yewstock School
Honeymead Lane, Sturminster Newton,
Dorset, DT10 1EW
Telephone: 01258 472796
office@yewstock.dorset.sch.uk

www.yewstock.dorset.sch.uk

