Yewstock School - Dorset Council – COVID-19 School Risk Assessment: January 2021
This document is based on the arrangements communicated to schools in the document below. The definitive advice for schools remains the
DFE guidance. Individual school level planning takes account of this guidance, and does not go beyond the requirements of the document.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-fullopening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings
Specific education advice and support is available through the childrenc19@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk email box or if urgent through calling Mark
Blackman on 01305 228241
COVID-19 Information about the new virus variant (January 2021)
Data from whole genome sequencing, epidemiology and modelling suggest the new variant ‘VUI – 202012/01’ (the first Variant Under
Investigation in December 2020) transmits more easily than other variants.
There is currently no evidence that the variant is more likely to cause severe disease or mortality – but investigations are continuing to
understand this better.

Is there any evidence that the variant is more serious?
There is currently no evidence that this variant causes more severe disease or higher mortality, but the Government continue to study cases to
understand this better.
Why is this more transmissible?
Mutations in the spike protein, the part of the virus that makes it infectious, can change how the virus interacts with human cells. However, the
Government do not yet know the mechanism for this increase in transmission. Modelling evidence has demonstrated that this variant has a
higher transmission rate than other variants in current circulation.
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Yewstock response to the new variant
The way to control this virus is the same, whatever the variant. It will not spread if we avoid close contact with others. Wash your hands, wear a
mask, keep your distance from others, and reduce your social contacts.

NHS Test and Trace process
Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests can be booked online through the NHS website
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/, or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for those without access to the
internet. Essential workers, which includes anyone involved in education or childcare, have priority access to testing.
Settings should ask parents and staff to inform them immediately of the results of a test:


if someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus (COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating (they
could still have another virus, such as a cold or flu - in which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better - other
members of their household can stop self-isolating)



if someone tests positive, they should follow the Stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19)
infection https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-withpossible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection and must self-isolate for at least 10 days from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school
only if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell or taste (this is because a cough or anosmia can last for several
weeks once the infection has gone - the 10-day period starts from the day when they first became ill - if they still have a high temperature,
they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to normal, and other members of their household should continue selfisolating for the full 10 days)

Public Health advice to minimise coronavirus (COVID-19) risks
The Government require schools to assess risks and put in place proportionate control measures. Essential measures include:

11/01/2021

Page 2 of 25



a requirement that people who are ill should stay at home



robust hand and respiratory hygiene



enhanced cleaning arrangements



active engagement with NHS Test and Trace



formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school and wherever possible minimise
potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable

How contacts are reduced will (as much as possible) include:


grouping children and young people together



avoiding contact between groups



arranging classrooms with forward facing desks



staff maintaining distance from pupils and other staff as much as possible

Schools should ensure that they implement sensible and proportional control measures which follow the health and safety hierarchy of control
to reduce the risk to the lowest reasonably practicable level.
Schools should minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who
have someone in their household who does, do not attend school.
Minimising contact between individuals
The Government recognise that maintaining distance or forming bubbles will be particularly difficult in Special School, particularly given the need
for staff to administer care support and provide therapies to the children and young people attending. However, the average number of pupils or
students attending Special Schools is much lower than the average number in a mainstream school, and this in itself, will help to limit the number
of contacts for any individual.
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Schools should look to implement ‘bubbles’ of an appropriate size, to achieve the greatest reduction in contact and mixing, without unduly
limiting the quality or breadth of teaching, or access for support and specialist staff and therapists.
The Government recognise that younger children and those with complex needs will not be able to maintain social distancing and it is acceptable
for them not to distance within their group.
Schools should keep children in their class groups for the majority of the classroom time, but also allow mixing into wider groups for specialist
teaching, wraparound care and transport. Siblings may also be in different groups. Endeavouring to keep these groups at least partially separate
and minimising contacts between children and young people will still offer public health benefits as it reduces the network of possible direct
transmission.
Government guidance states that all teachers and other staff can operate across different classes and year groups in order to facilitate the delivery
of the timetable and specialist provision but should minimise the number of interactions or changes wherever possible. Yewstock School will keep
this point under review in light of the latest information and/or local infection rates.
Specialists, therapists, clinicians and other support staff for pupils with SEND should provide interventions as usual. Supply teachers, peripatetic
teachers or other temporary staff can move between settings or where possible between one bubble a day, minimising contact and maintaining
as much distance as possible from other staff.
Where possible, interventions and care should be provided as normal, because they will be important in enabling children and young people to
access and benefit from education. Staff who deliver these interventions will need to be particularly rigorous about hand washing and
respiratory hygiene (catch it, bin it, kill it), but additional PPE compared to what they would normally use for those interventions, is not
recommended, unless dealing with symptomatic children or young people. Yewstock School will keep this under review according to local
infection rates.
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
All staff, visitors and pupils in year 7 and above should wear face covering when moving around indoors such as in corridors and communal areas
where social distancing is difficult to maintain. As in the general approach, it will not usually be necessary to wear face coverings in the
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classroom, where protective measures already mean the risks are lower, and they may inhibit teaching and learning. However, it will be at the
discretion of each Teacher and their class team to discuss and decide whether they feel that face coverings should be worn in their classrooms.
Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings. For example people who cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because of a
physical or mental illness or impairment, or disability, or if you are speaking to or providing assistance to someone who relies on lip reading,
clear sound or facial expression to communicate. We would expect teachers and other staff to be sensitive to those needs.
The majority of staff in schools will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their work. PPE is only needed in a very small
number of cases, including:


where an individual child or young person becomes ill with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms while at schools, and only then if a distance of
2 metres cannot be maintained.



where a child or young person already has routine intimate care needs that involves the use of PPE, in which case the same PPE should
continue to be used.

When working with children and young people who cough, spit or vomit but do not have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, only any PPE that
would be worn as part of their care and treatment, should be worn.
Read the guidance on safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeworking-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care for more information about preventing and controlling infection, including when, how
PPE should be used, what type of PPE to use, and how to source it.
At Yewstock, PPE is available to all staff if required. This includes aprons, masks, gloves and face shields.
Dedicated School Transport
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/school-transport/updates-and-disruptions/covid-19-school-transport-updates.aspx
Transport Providers will not enforce social distancing on school transport routes. This is because:
11/01/2021
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dedicated school transport often carries the same group of young people on a regular basis.
children and young people on dedicated school transport do not mix with members of the public.

Face coverings were made mandatory on all public transport routes from Monday 15 June 2020. Dorset Council have asked that all pupils in
Year 7 and above should wear face coverings on all buses unless they are exempt. This is to help protect drivers, other students and families.
Dorset Council strongly recommend face coverings for all other age groups but this is not mandatory. Dorset Council has asked their drivers and
Passenger Assistants to wear face coverings and provided them with face visors as they're more child-friendly. Passenger Assistants do not have
to wear a face covering if it could cause the child passenger to get upset.
Students should:






wear face coverings where appropriate
use the same seats and stay within their year group as much as possible
avoid sitting face to face with each other
carry their own hand sanitiser or wipes on our vehicles
cooperate with the new restrictions

Students should not:



stand up or move around on the vehicle
use our school transport if they have any symptoms or live with someone who has symptoms

This does not apply to children and young people who:





are of primary school age (under the age of 11)
have a disability or medical condition that means they cannot wear a face covering
would find wearing a face covering severely distressing
are travelling with someone who relies on lip reading to communicate
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School Risk Assessment: COVID-19 – January 2021
Hazard/Risk/Preparatio
n

Controls required

Planning and organising
Ensure that all health

and safety compliance
checks have been
undertaken before
opening in respect of:







Organise class groups
(bubbles)

11/01/2021



The following services are checked for integrity and safety.
 Hot and cold water systems


gas safety



fire safety



kitchen equipment



security including access control and intruder alarm
systems



ventilation

Residual risks

Lead
responsible
and
completed
date

Low
Most of the site has remained
open throughout the pandemic
and services are checked as part of
the schools health and safety
procedures.

Site
Manager
03/09/2020

Any hazards are reported to the Headteacher as soon as
possible and issues are resolved prior to school returning to
usual business.
The Headteacher reviews the local risk assessment and
ensures the school reopens only when it is safe and
advisable to do so, in line with local and national advice.
The site manager ensures the school premises is safe to
return to before school activity resumes.
High - ‘Bubbles’ ensure contact
Headteacher
All classes have a maximum of 15 pupils with safe and
with other pupils is limited as far as
suitable staff-to-pupil ratios.
is feasible.
17/07/2020
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Organise classrooms
maintaining space
between seats and
desks where possible





Decide which lessons
or activities will be
delivered

Teachers will make small adaptations to the classroom to
support distancing where possible. That could include
seating pupils side by side and facing forwards, rather than
face to face or side on, and might include moving
unnecessary furniture out of classrooms to make more
space.
Working trays on desks / ziplock bags of equipment for
frequently used equipment such as pencils and pens. Other
classroom based resources such as books and games can be
shared within the bubble.

Where required, specialist subject teachers to provide lesson
plans and resources to class teachers ensuring cleanliness of
materials or ensuring 48hrs passes before sharing resources
with another bubble.
Consider which lessons Outdoor learning encouraged, remembering that outdoor
or classroom activities equipment can be difficult to clean.
could take place
outdoors
Stagger assembly
 Avoid bringing groups of children into contact with other
groups
groups of children.
 Indoor school gatherings such as staff meetings and
assemblies to be avoided to allow groups to keep apart.
Use of Sensory Rooms




High
Where maintaining distance is less
feasible, all staff offered PPE.

Teacher / TA
Teams
17/07/2020

Medium
All children remain in Tutor Group
bubbles as much as possible.

17/07/2020
Teacher / TA
Teams

Medium
Class teams ensure pupil groups
not mixed.
Medium
All assemblies, briefings postponed
and where possible ICT used to
host alternative gatherings.

Staff using Sensory Room required to wipe down equipment. Medium
Staff undertake regular risk
Sensory Room will not be shared by groups of children.
analysis of equipment.

Teacher / TA
Teams

17/07/2020
Headteacher
s and Dept
Leaders
17/07/2020
Teaching /
TA Teams
17/07/2020

11/01/2021
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Use of Time out / safe
space

Vulnerable staff and
students

Area will not be shared by groups of children and wiped down Medium
Groups of children not to share
after use.
area.



School uniform



Communicating your plans
Tell children, young

people, parents, carers 
or any visitors not to

enter the school if
they are displaying any
symptoms of COVID19.
Plan parents’ drop-off 
and pick-up protocols
that minimise adult to
adult contact



11/01/2021

Teaching /
TA Teams
17/07/2020
Headteacher

A complete list of medical vulnerable staff and students is
available.
Individual plans and/or risk assessments around the
vulnerabilities so as to minimise risk.

Medium
Leadership aware of all staff/pupils
who present as vulnerable.

Parents encouraged to wash clothes daily at home and for
pupils to arrive in clean clothes each day.

Medium
Teaching / TA Teams monitor
clothes hygiene with spare clothes
available if needed.

Teaching /
TA Teams

Clear notices for parents and visitors.
Reminders on a regular basis.
Parents advised not to visit the school unless it has been
pre-arranged.

Medium
Any child/staff immediately
isolated

Headteacher

In order to prevent a bottle-neck of vehicles and pupils
arriving at the same time, where possible, parents are
encouraged to park away from the school or college and walk
in. Pupils will enter the main school building via 3 entrances
(main reception, the gate to the playground, or gate to
compound next to the field).
Where possible, parents outside gates, not on the premises.

Medium
Staff posted to monitor entrances
and exit including side gate at
College.

Headteacher

17/07/2020

17/07/2020

17/07/2020

17/07/2020

Pupils will use additional
entries/exits to enter classrooms
via outside door where possible.
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Engaging parents and
children in education
resources such as ebug and PHE schools
resources

Pupil’s, parents and staff are not to congregate in the main
reception area.

Medium
Regular updates from Headteacher
and class teams with links to
School website resources.
https://yewstock.dorset.sch.uk/pu
pil-home-learning
Discuss with cleaning
 Cleaners are employed by the school to carry out daily, High
contractors or staff the
thorough cleaning that follows national guidance and is School has robust plans in place to
additional cleaning
compliant with the COSHH Policy and the Health and Safety mitigate risk.
requirements and
Policy.
agree additional hours
 The SBM arranges enhanced cleaning to be undertaken
to allow for this
where required.
If there is no
A safe environment will be maintained if these key staff are
Medium
head/deputy, DSL staff unavailable after seeking advice from Dorset Council in the first
available
instance, along with support from Special Schools cluster lead.
When open
Children and young
Minimise contact across groups of children and staff by allowing High
people are in the same pupil’s to remain in their designated classroom as much as
Headteacher to work with
groups, and different
possible to reduce the movement of pupil’s around the school. Teaching teams to devise protocols
groups are not mixed
Teachers to amend teaching to reflect this.
to reduce contact.
during the day, or on
subsequent days
Cover for Absent staff Senior Teaching Assistants or Heads of Dept to be used where
High
possible to cover for short term absence of teachers. Usual
Headteacher to work with cover
supply teacher arrangements are available too if required for
team.

11/01/2021

Parents are encouraged to promote social distancing and good
hand hygiene so that their children learn good practice.

Headteacher
17/07/2020

SBM / Site
Manager
17/07/2020

Headteacher
17/07/2020
Headteacher
17/07/2020

Headteacher
17/07/2020
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Ensure that sufficient
handwashing facilities
are available. Where a
sink is not nearby,
provide hand sanitiser
in classrooms and
other learning
environments
Clean surfaces that
children and young
people are touching,
such as toys, books,
desks, chairs, doors,
sinks, toilets, light
switches, bannisters,
more regularly than
normal
Where possible, all
spaces should be well
ventilated using
natural ventilation
(opening windows) or
ventilation units

11/01/2021

one bubble per day. If appropriate, a lateral flow test can be
offered to supply teachers.
 Extra infection control stations have been setup around the
school and college providing hand sanitiser.
 Adequate amounts of soap, tissues and bins are available in
the relevant areas. All staff to be pro-active and request
further supplies when needed from Cleaning Staff or SBM.
 The SBM monitors the cleaning standards of school cleaning
contractors and discusses any additional measures required
with regards to managing the spread of coronavirus.
 Consideration is given as to how cleaning staff can be
deployed to minimise cross contamination of areas.
 Frequent cleaning and disinfecting objects and surfaces that
are touched regularly particularly in areas of high use such as
tables, chairs, door handles, light switches, bannisters and
reception area using appropriate cleaning products and
methods.
 Wipes for keyboards and mice are available and can be
supplied from the Cleaning staff or SBM.
Classroom windows opened when appropriate to improve
ventilation.

Teachers / TA’s to supervise hand
washing during the day.

Teaching /
TA Teams
17/07/2020

Medium
Teachers advised to wash hands
before and after handling
resources such as pupils’ books.
School have engaged additional
cleaning hours when required.

Site
Manager

Medium
Teachers / TA to monitor
ventilation levels.

Teaching /
TA Teams

17/07/2020

17/07/2020
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Prop doors open,
where safe to do so
(bearing in mind fire
safety and
safeguarding), to limit
use of door handles
and aid ventilation
Discuss with staff that
there is no need for
anything other than
normal personal
hygiene and washing
of clothes following a
day in an educational
or childcare setting
Hygiene: ensure that
all adults and
children…
Frequently wash hands
with soap and water
for 20 seconds and dry
thoroughly. Review
the guidance on hand
cleaning
Clean their hands after
sneezing or coughing

Whilst being careful not to increase fire risks, some doors to be
left open to improve ventilation and limit contact with door
handles.

Staff reminded of good hygiene practice.

Medium
Staff and pupils encouraged to
open push button doors with
elbows.
Identified doors to remain open,
with the exception of fire doors.

SBM / Site
Manager

Medium
Staff receive guidance.

Headteacher

17/07/2020

17/07/2020






Pupils wash their hands with soap where possible on arrival, Medium
before and after transition, break times and lunchtimes for Teachers / TA’s to supervise hand
washing during the day.
no less than 20 seconds.
Bar soap is not used, in line with the guidance – liquid soap
dispensers are installed and used instead.

Teaching /
TA Teams

Medium
Pupils clean their hands after they have coughed or sneezed,
Teachers / TA’s to supervise hand
supervised by staff.
washing during the day.

Teaching /
TA Teams

17/07/2020

17/07/2020

11/01/2021
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are encouraged not to
touch their mouth,
eyes and nose
use a tissue or elbow
to cough or sneeze
and use bins for tissue
waste (‘catch it, bin it,
kill it’)









ensure that help is
available for children
and young people who
have trouble cleaning
their hands
independently
For those children in
the youngest age
groups who may have
toileting issues,
consider safe
approaches
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Infection control procedures are adhered to as much as Medium
Teachers / TA’s to regularly remind
possible in accordance with the DfE and PHE’s guidance.
pupil’s of good hygiene practice.
Medium
Spillages of bodily fluids, e.g. respiratory and nasal
Teachers / TA’s to regularly remind
discharges, are cleaned up immediately in line, using PPE at pupil’s of good hygiene practice.
all times.
Staff encouraged to wear adequate
The whole school community will follow guidelines: Catch It, PPE for pupils who have difficulty
Bin It, Kill It, and to avoid touching face, eyes, nose or mouth social distancing.
with unclean hands.
Pupils are instructed / supported to cough or sneeze into
their elbow and use a tissue to cover their mouths where
possible, disposing of the tissue in waste disposal units.

Teaching /
TA Teams
17/07/2020
Teaching /
TA Teams

Pupils are supervised by staff when washing their hands to Medium
Teachers / TA’s to supervise hand
ensure it is done correctly, where necessary.
washing during the day.
Children encouraged to learn and practice good hand
hygiene habits through games, songs and repetition

Teaching /
TA Teams

Gloves, aprons and masks available when required.
Appropriate cleaning materials available.
Soiled clothes to be bagged and stored safely for return
home.

17/07/2020

17/07/2020

Medium
Teaching /
Staff encouraged to wear adequate TA Teams
PPE where appropriate when
offering intimate care.
17/07/2020

Page 13 of 25

Staff are made aware
of the school’s
infection control
procedures in relation
to coronavirus via
email.





11/01/2021

All staff, pupils and volunteers are aware of all relevant
policies and procedures including, but not limited to, the
following:
- Health and Safety Policy
https://yewstock.dorset.sch.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/10/Health-SafetyYewstock.pdf
- First Aid Policy
All staff have regard to all relevant guidance and legislation
including, but not limited to, the following:
- The Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous
Occurrences Regulations (RIDDOR) 2013
https://www.hse.gov.uk/riddor/
- The Health Protection (Notification) Regulations
2010 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/659
- Public Health England (PHE) (2017) ‘Health
protection in schools and other childcare facilities’
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/healt
h-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities
- DfE and PHE (2020) ‘COVID-19: guidance for
educational settings’
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guida
nce-to-educational-settings-about-covid19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19

Medium
The school keeps up-to-date with
advice issued by, but not limited
to, the following:
 DfE
 NHS / Public Health England
 Department of Health and
Social Care

Headteacher
17/07/2020
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Parents are made aware of the school’s infection control
procedures in relation to coronavirus via letter, website and
social media – they are informed that they must contact the
school as soon as possible if they believe their child has
been exposed to coronavirus.
 Pupils are made aware of the school’s infection control
procedures in relation to coronavirus via teachers / TA team
and are informed that they must tell a member of staff if
they begin to feel unwell.
 Aprons are available if required by classroom based staff.
Social distancing - The Government recognise that younger children and those with complex needs will not be able to maintain social
distancing and it is acceptable for them not to distance within their group.
Yewstock School will keep children in their class groups for the majority of the classroom time, but also allow mixing into wider groups for
specialist teaching and transport (this will be kept under review).
Use of Face Coverings  Face coverings should be worn by staff, visitors and pupils in Medium
Headteacher
year 7 and above when moving around indoors, such as in
01/09/2020
corridors and communal areas where social distancing is
difficult to maintain.
 As in the general approach, it will not usually be necessary
to wear face coverings in the classroom, where protective
measures already mean the risks are lower, and they may
inhibit teaching and learning.
 It will be at the discretion of each Teacher and their class
team to discuss and decide whether they feel that face
coverings should be worn in their classrooms.
 Pupils must put any temporary face coverings they may
have been wearing in a bin.

11/01/2021
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Pupils must place reusable face coverings in a plastic bag
that they can take home with them.



Staff are offered the use of visors as they’re more child
friendly whilst still providing assistance to pupils who rely on
lip reading, clear sound or facial expressions to
communicate.
Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings.
For example people who cannot put on, wear or remove a
face covering because of a physical or mental illness or
impairment, or disability, or if you are speaking to or
providing assistance to someone who relies on lip reading,
clear sound or facial expression to communicate. The same
exemptions will apply in education settings, and we would
expect teachers and other staff to be sensitive to those
needs.



Accessing rooms
directly from outside
where possible




Consider how to keep
groups of children
together throughout
the day and to avoid
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Pupils will enter the main school building via 3 entrances
(main reception, the gate to the playground, or gate to
compound next to the field).
Staff to offer students hand sanitiser on arrival at each
entrance.

Medium
All staff to monitor pupils in the
correct area.

Headteacher

Classes to remain in class tutor groups ‘bubbles’.
Staff to remain with Class Groups unless pupil behaviour
becomes unsafe. Staff will need to consider the balance of
risk.

Medium
All staff to observe and monitor
pupils in the correct area at all
times.

Headteacher

17/07/2020

17/07/2020
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larger groups of
children mixing




Staggering breaks to
ensure that any
corridors or circulation
routes used have a
limited number of
pupils using them at
any time

Visual aids are in use to display social distancing measures,
e.g. floor tape to mark two-metre spacing.
One way system in school and college corridors or divider
down middle of corridor to keep groups apart as visual
reminders.



Break and lesson times to be staggered to control busy
periods and reduce large groups of children gathering.



At break and lunch times, Early Years to use the Early Years
Playground. KS1 and KS2 to use the Primary Playground.
KS3 to use the field area and not beyond the gated
boundaries. KS4 and KS5 to remain at College with no more
than 2 classes in outdoor space at one time.

Stagger lunch breaks,

so that all children are
not moving around the 
school at the same
time


Students to remain at the College during lunch break, with
packed lunches being delivered.



Pupil’s to wash hands before lunch and at each transition.



Water fountain in the canteen to be disconnected.

Toilets not to become 
crowded by limiting

the number of children

or young people who
use the toilet facilities
at one time

11/01/2021

Students on the School site to have packed lunches
delivered to the classes (no hot lunches to be served).

Medium
All staff to monitor pupils in the
correct area.
Class teams to work together to
stagger breaks.

Headteacher

Medium
Breaks staggered to reduce groups
gathering.

Headteacher
s and Dept
Leaders
17/07/2020

Where possible, staff lunches to be staggered to ensure
sufficient supervision of pupil’s during lunch.

Encourage pupils to visit the toilet one after the other.
Maintain adult and children as separate toilet facilities.
Each classroom has additional disinfectant bottles if
required.

17/07/2020

Medium
Where appropriate, classes are
allocated toilets.

Teaching /
TA Teams
17/07/2020
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Specific measures for
some children and
young people who will
need additional
support to follow
these measures
Stagger the use of staff
rooms



Limit the amount of
shared resources that
are taken home



Consider how
equipment is used
ensuring it is
appropriately cleaned
between groups of
children using it, and
that multiple groups
do not use it
simultaneously
Resources to remain in
bubbles and prevent





Individual plans in place for specific students including
providing intimate care using appropriate PPE.
School receives regular deliveries of PPE.

Medium
Appropriate PPE available.
Pupils likely to require additional
support are identified and staff
made aware.

Headteacher
17/07/2020

The use of communal areas, e.g. the staff room, is minimised to Medium
Headteacher
avoid unnecessary group gatherings. Staff must follow social Where feasible, communal areas
marked out for safe social
17/07/2020
distancing measures where possible in communal areas.
distancing.
Reduce the use of shared resources - It is recommended that children and young people limit the amount of equipment they bring into
school each day, to essentials such as lunch boxes, hats, coats, books, and stationery. Bags are allowed. Pupils and teachers can take books
and other shared resources home, although Yewstock School continue to discourage this.

11/01/2021






Staff marking arrangements revised so ideally staff do not
take resources home.

For individual and very frequently used equipment, such as
pencils and pens, staff and pupils have their own items that
are not shared.
Classroom based resources, such as books and games, can
be used and shared within the bubble
If required, plan 48 hours between equipment swaps or
ensure equipment is wiped down after use with disinfectant
spray or antibac wipes.
Classes have adequate resources to support pupils.

Medium
Headteacher maintains regular
contact with staff team to support
mental health and wellbeing.
Medium
Equipment wiped down where
required.

Headteacher
17/07/2020
Teaching /
TA Teams
17/07/2020

Medium

Subject
Leaders
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sharing where
possible.







Remove unnecessary
items from classrooms
and other learning
environments
Practical lessons such
as Food Technology
can go ahead if
equipment can be
cleaned thoroughly
and the classroom or
other learning
environment is
occupied by the same
children or young
people in one day, or
properly cleaned
between cohorts

11/01/2021

Shared materials and surfaces cleaned and disinfected more
frequently.
Teaching teams to assess the risks of classroom resources
and remove from use where required.
DT Resources to be stored in labelled boxes for tutor groups
in the Art Room for 48 hrs (72hrs for plastics) before being
shared with class bubbles. Then returned on the back table
with a label detailing date returned.
Library books should be collected on a Monday and then
wiped/cleaned and brought back on a Friday to allow 48 hrs
before next use.

Storage on semi permanent basis for some non-essential items
may be appropriate.

Allow 48 hours between re use windows, or allow sufficient
time for cleaning of resources between groups.

Subject leaders to share out
resources where possible e.g. Art

Medium
Staff undertake regular risk
analysis of equipment.

17/07/2020

Teaching /
TA Teams

17/07/2020
Medium
Teaching /
Use of specialist rooms is limited to TA Teams
one group a day and sufficient
time is allocated between groups
17/07/2020
for cleaning.
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Adjust transport arrangements where necessary including:
Parents and staff
 Parents encouraged to use their own vehicle and not lift
encouraged to walk or
share with other families in different groups.
cycle to School where  Staff encouraged to walk, cycle or use private car.
possible
Make sure transport
Dorset travel will ensure that transport providers are aware of
providers do not work this requirement.
if they or a member of
their household are
displaying any
symptoms of
coronavirus
Take appropriate
 Drivers to use disposable gloves where available when
actions to reduce risk
refuelling the school minibus to avoid touching the nozzle or
if hygiene rules and
when paying for fuel to avoid direct contact with the
social distancing is not
payment terminal.
possible.
 Where necessary, ventilation to be improved by opening
windows.
 Whilst Public Health England is clear that routinely taking the
temperature of pupils is not recommended as this is an
unreliable method for identifying coronavirus (COVID-19),
the school and/or transport provider reserves the right to
check a child’s temperature either before boarding transport
or entering school. Staff teams can also administer
temperature checks in class.

11/01/2021

Medium
Transport monitored by
Headteacher and Admin Team
daily.
Medium
Headteacher works closely with
Transport Compliance Officer to
ensure good communication in
place.

Headteacher

Medium
Headteacher works closely with
Transport Compliance Officer to
ensure good communication in
place.

Headteacher

17/07/2020
Headteacher
17/07/2020

17/07/2020
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Face coverings on
Transport





Use of schools own
transport to support
curriculum and
learning






Educational Visits



Dorset Council ask that all students in Year 7 and above
wear face coverings on all buses unless they are exempt.
This is to help protect drivers, other students and families.
Drivers and Passenger Assistants to be provided with face
visors as they're more child-friendly.
Pupils dispose of temporary face coverings in a bin or place
reusable face coverings in a bag they can take home with
them.

Medium
Transport monitored by
Headteacher and Staff Team daily

Minibuses to be allocated to specific classes (bubbles).
Staff will clean transport after use using available hygiene
packs.
Anti-bacterial wipes to be used on vehicle touchpoint
surfaces.
Where possible, schools own transport not used for regular
timetabled activities.

Medium
Headteacher
Headteacher to consider each class
teams use of transport and assess
17/07/2020
on balance of individual risk.

Overnight educational visits will be stopped until further
notice.
 Non-overnight visits can be resumed although will be limited
and must be approved by the Headteacher.
Ill Health and controlling the spread of infection:
Controlling the spread
 Parents are informed via letter, phone or email not to bring
of infection
their children to school or on the school premises if they
show signs of being unwell and believe they have been
exposed to coronavirus.

11/01/2021

01/09/2020

Medium
Headteacher to decide if/when
visits can go ahead

Headteacher

Medium
Staff and parents devised to kept
up to date with the latest
government advice regarding
symptoms of coronavirus.

Headteacher

17/07/2020

17/07/2020
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Ill health of pupils and
staff



Children or staff members who have displayed symptoms of
coronavirus, or live with another household member who
has displayed symptoms, must self-isolate for 10 days before
returning to school (see the diagram below which explains
when self-isolation ends, or follow the latest guidance from
gov.uk).



Any pupil or staff member who displays signs of being unwell
is immediately referred to the Headteacher / Duty LMT on
school or college site. Staff will be sent home immediately
and supported by LMT to ensure safe transport and contact
with family members.
All staff ensure that any unwell pupils are moved to an empty
room whilst they wait for their parent to collect them.
(College and School Medical Room). Equipment in the room
to be wiped down afterwards, or using the specialist fogging
machine.
All staff ensure they wear Mask, Gloves and Disposable
Apron when administering care to an unwell pupil.
Pupils displaying symptoms of coronavirus do not come in to
contact with other pupils and as few staff as possible, whilst
still ensuring the pupil is safe.
Teachers / LMT will maintain regular contact with pupils /
parents during this time.








11/01/2021

High
Headteacher
Enhanced PPE is available in key
17/07/2020
area’s if required.
Staff to call for emergency
assistance immediately if the
pupil’s symptoms worsen.
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11/01/2021

The parents of an unwell pupil are informed as soon as
possible of the situation by a relevant member of staff.
Where contact with a pupil’s parents cannot be made,
appropriate procedures are followed in accordance with
those outlined in governmental guidance and the pupil will
remain in isolation.
Where possible, unwell pupils who are waiting to go home
are kept in an area of isolation where they can be at least
two metres away from others.
Areas used by unwell pupils who need to go home are
thoroughly deep cleaned once vacated, according to PHE
guidance.
If unwell pupils are waiting to go home, they are instructed
to use different toilets where possible to the rest of the
school to minimise the spread of infection.
Parents are advised to contact 999 if their child becomes
seriously ill or their life is at risk.
Any medication given to ease the unwell individual’s
symptoms, e.g. paracetamol, is administered in accordance
with the Yewstock Administering Medications Policy.
Any staff displaying Covid symptoms, isolating or had a
positive test result must inform the Head teacher and the
Heads PA.
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The school has a First
Aid Policy in place
which outlines the
management of
medical emergencies.

Confirmed cases of
Coronavirus

Other considerations:
Promotion mental
health and wellbeing
awareness to staff
through regular
communications and
an open door policy
for those who need
additional support.
Use of kettles and
toasters



All pupils’ emergency contact details are up-to-date,
including alternative emergency contact details, where
required.
 Pupils’ parents are contacted as soon as practicable in the
event of an emergency.
 Pupils’ alternative contacts are called where their primary
emergency contact cannot be contacted.
The school will follow all Public Health and Local Authority advice
and guidance. This may include temporarily closing the whole
school or one site to help control transmission, or return to
remaining open only for vulnerable children and the children of
critical workers, and providing remote education for all other
pupils.

Medium

Medium
School will consult and follow
guidance from PHE

Headteacher



High
Headteacher works closely with
School Mental Health and
Wellbeing lead to devise
awareness programme for whole
school.

Mental
Health and
Wellbeing
lead

Medium
Teacher and TA Teams aware of
the risks

Teacher and
TA Teams






11/01/2021

The Headteacher will promote mental health and wellbeing
awareness to staff through regular communications and an
open door policy for those who need additional support.
Additional resources are available through Dorset Healthcare
– see link.
(https://www.dorsethealthcare.nhs.uk/coronavirus-1/mentalhealthwellbeing-advice)
If any Kettles and toasters are available in the class ‘bubbles’,
these are to be unplugged when not in use.
Kettles to be emptied immediately after use.

Headteacher
17/07/2020

17/07/2020

17/07/2020

17/07/2020
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Home Visits





Staff who are pregnant 

Asymptomatic Testing







11/01/2021

School staff not expected to undertake home visits to pupils.
Usually undertaken by the Headteacher or a member of SLT
only when strictly necessary.
If required, all appropriate PPE is available and to be worn.
As a general principle, pregnant women are in the ‘clinically
vulnerable’ category and are advised to follow the relevant
guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-nationalrestrictions-from-5-november#clinically-vulnerable-people

Medium
Headteacher or SLT to decide if
home visits are required.

Headteacher

Medium
Staff to follow guidance

Headteacher

The school have been supplied with rapid Lateral Flow Tests High
Finance and Business Manager to
for use from the beginning of the Spring term 2021.
Secondary age pupils are to be tested twice when they return implement testing regime.
to school, between 3 to 5 days.
Staff will be tested once a week.
All staff and pupils/parents must have given consent before
a test is taken.
Please see the specific Asymptomatic testing risk assessment
for further details.

11/06/2020

17/07/2020

FBM
11/01/2021
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