
 

 Free School Meal Application Procedure 

There are two types of Free School Meals that can be claimed by any family that meets the 

qualifying criteria. 

Universal infant free school meals 

All children are eligible if they are in: 

• Reception 

• Year 1 

• Year 2 

This award is not means tested which means that anyone can receive a free school meal for 

their child regardless of their income. Universal infant free school meals will last right up 

until the child leaves Year 2 or the child moves to a different county. (In which another claim 

will need to be made with the new local authority) 

Free school meals 

After Year 2 Children may be eligible for free school meals if parents are in receipt of any of 

the following; 

• Income Support  

• income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit; this is as long as you're not entitled to Working Tax Credit and your 
annual gross income is no more than £16,190 

• Working Tax Credit 'run-on' payment (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for 
Working Tax Credit) 

• Universal Credit: this is as long as your household income is less than £7,400 a year 
(after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

Pupil Premium 

If you fit the eligibility criteria for Free School Meals, your child’s school will be eligible for 

pupil premium. This is extra funding given to the school to: 

• Support more disadvantaged pupils, of all abilities 

• To close the gaps between them and their peers. 

 

 

 



 

How long will a Free School Meals award last? 

After 31 March 2026: transitional protection ends. If your child is still eligible, they will 
continue to receive FSM until the end of their current phase of education (Primary or 
Secondary).  

For example, if your child is in Year 4 in March 2026, they will receive FSM until they finish 
their Primary phase of education. However, if they are in Year 9, they will receive FSM until 
they finish their Secondary phase of education, even if your income exceeds the threshold 
of £7,400 per year. 

How to apply 

 

Applications for free school meals are made by visiting 

 

1. https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals  

This should take you to the following page 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals


 

 

2. Scroll down and click on the apply now button 

 

 

 

3. You can now complete your application 

 

4. Once you have your award, please send in proof of your entitlement to  

office@yewstock.dorset.sch.uk  
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